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SUBJECT:    Ready  Knitted  Make-overs  -  Information  from  clothing  specialists  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
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With  daddy  off  hunting  "bigger  game,  baby's  "bunting  is  pretty  likely  to  "be 
worn  threadbare  before  you  find  a  replacement,  these  days. 

Children's  underwear  has  shrunk  -  in  supply,  at  least.    And  you're  a  lucky 
mother  if  you've  had  no  trouble  in  getting  little  shirts  and  slips  and  panties 
and  pajamas    to  meet  the  needs  of  the  small  fry. 

Ordinarily,  when  you  can't  find  what  you  want  ready-made,  you  tackle  the 
Toroblem  of  making  the  garments  at  home.     Trouble  is,  nowadays,  there's  a  shortage 
of  materials  too.     Of  materials  that  you  like  to  use  for  children's  underwear. 

Most  of  us  are  completely  sold  on  knitted  underwear.    Whether  it's  made  of 
cotton  or  rayon,  we  like  it.    Knitted  underwear  is  comfortable.     It's  easy  to 
wash.    And  just  as  important,  it  doesn't  need  to  be  ironed. 

And  that's  why  you  like  to  use  knitted  material  to  make  underwear  for  your 
children.    Don't  know  whether  you've  thought  about  it  before,  but  chances  are, 
vou  have  the  "makings"  of  several  garments  for  the  little  ones. 

Have  you  checked  up  lately  on  the  old  knitted  things  you've  quit  wearing? 
Too  old  to  wear  but  you've  used  them  for  rags.     The  rayon  gowns  and  slips,  the 
worn  winter  snuggies  of  wool  and  rayon,  the  boys'   sweat  shirts.    Even  dad's  old 
undershirts.     If  you  have  a  supply  of  these  on  hand,  you're  in  luck. 

Before  you  say  these  old  knit  garments  are  too  worn  and  stretched  to  be 
used,   let  me  tell  you  about  some  of  the  attractive  undies  for  children  that 
clothing  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  have  made  from  worn, 
ready-knitted  things. 


From  a  "boy's  "blue  knitted  shirt  that  had  stretched  in  length  but  not  in 
width,  they  made  a  slip  for  a  six- year  old  girl.    They  dipped  the  white  lace  in 
blue  dye  to  get  an  edging  that  matched  the  soft  "blue  of  the  shirt.    The  finished 
slip  would  delight  any  small  girl. 

A  man's  old  undershirt  furnished  material  enough  to  make  a  pair  of  panties 
for  a  four  year  old.    A  woman's  rayon  jersey  slip  was  almost  ruined  when  it  was 
caught  in  a  washing  machine  wringer  "but  enough  good  parts  were  left  of  it  to  make 
a  suit  of  underwear  for  a  five-year  old  girl.    A  woman's  night  gown  of  cotton 
knit  supplied  enough  material  for  a  pair  of  pajamas  for  a  child.     Three  knitted 
shirts  a  boy  had  outgrown  "before  they  were  worn  out  provided  enough  material  for 
a  child's  night  gown. 

It  doesn't  take  much  material  for  a  child's  underclothes.     It  doesn't  take 
great  skill  to  make  over  old  knitted  garments  into  attrative  wearable  undies  for 
the  little  ones  either. 

Here  are  some  suggestions  from  the  clothing  specialists: 

When  you  cut  out  the  make-over,  use  a  worn  garment  that  fits  the  child  well 
for  a  pattern.     Rip  up  the  garment  so  that  vou  can  lay  the  pieces  flat  on  the  ma- 
terial you've  salvaged  for  the  make-over. 

You  may  have  some  trouble  in  stitching  the  very  stretchy  material.  But  if 
you'll  reinforce  the  knitted  goods  with  a  piece  of  woven  goods  -  say  a  piece  of 
soft  muslin,  you  can  stitch  it  on  your  machine. 

You'll  also  need  to  reinforce  the  knitted  material  with  a  strip  of  woven 
goods  in  the  places  where  you  make  buttonholes. 

You  can  keep  the  cut  edges  of  the  knitted  material  from  fraying  if  you'll 
machine  stitch  them  right  away. 

Keep  the  seams  flat.     If  vou'll  examine  the  seams  in  knitted  underwear, 
"ou'll  see  how  the  manufactures  do  this.     They  machine  stitch  the  seam  and 
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finish  it  with  an  overcast  stitch.    They  use  a  machine  for  doing  the  overcasting 
hut  you  can  do  this  easily  and  quickly  "by  hand. 

What  about  elastic?  Children's  underwear  needs  elastic  at  the  waist  hands. 
Chances  are,  you  have  the  "makings"  of  that  too.  You  mav  salvage  hands  of  good 
elastic  from  your  old  girdles. 

The  clothing  specialists  give  the  ready  knit  make-overs  a  finished  look  "by 
adding  little  touches  such  as  lace  edging  and  colored  "buttons.     Sometimes  they 
crochet  the  edging.    In  other  garments,  they  use  the  simple,  inexpensive  edging 
vou  can  buy  ready-made.    On  one  suit  of  child's  underwear,  they  used  pearl 
"buttons  in  a  soft  pink.    These  were  ordinary  white  buttons  when  they  "bought  them. 
Then  the-"-  tinted  them  by  boiling  the  buttons  in  a  concentrated  dye  hath.  The 
clothing  specialists  gave  old  garments  new  life  and  color  by  d^ing  them. 

Each  of  these  made  over  garments  is  well-cut,  sturdy,  nicely  finished  and 
attractive.     The  cost  of  each  garment  -  the  panties,  the  slips,  the  pajamas, 
the  nightgowns  -  is  just  a  few  cents.    It  took  a  little  time  to  make  each  garment, 
of  course.    But  considering  the  money  saved,  you  can  afford  to  spend  time. 

And  take  it  from  the  clothing  specialists,  you'll  he  pleasantly  surprised 
at  the  "makings"  for  children's  underwear  you  can  find  in  ready-knit  garments 
vou  were  ready  to  put  in  the  rag  hag. 
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